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Les Pigeons ; par Madame Knip, nee Pauline de Courcelles, 
premies peintre d'histoire naturelle de S. M. l'lmpera- 
trice Reine Marie Louise : le texte (ler. tome) par C. J. 
Temminck, et (2e. tome) Florent Prevost. Folio. Paris, 
1811, 1834. 



A letter was read from the Royal Bavarian Academy of 
Sciences, dated Munich, April 26, 1847, requesting certain 
portions of the publications of this Society for completing 
the series of the same in the Bavarian Academy. 

A communication was read from the Secretary of the 
American Philosophical Society, dated May 7, 1847, return- 
ing acknowledgments for late numbers of the Academy's 
Proceedings. 

Professor Hare read a memoir intended for publication in 
the Journal of the Academy, entitled " Objections to the 
electrical theories of Franklin, Du Faye and Ampere, with 
some suggestions as a substitute. " 

Referred to a committee consisting of Dr. Bridges, Mr. H. 
Seybert, and Prof. Johnson. 

Professor Hare stated that among the results of the com- 
bustion of gunpowder, he had detected the formation of Sul- 
pho-cyanide of Potassium, indicated by its producing a blood- 
red precipitate with the per-salts of iron. 



Stated Meeting, June 22d, 1847. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

A collection, in spirits, of Reptiles from Jamaica. Presented 
by Dr. C. W. Pennock. 

Dr. C. D. Meigs presented a living specimen of Hydrochoerus 
capybara (Cavy,) from South America, and a living speci- 
men of Didelphis Virginiana. 



220 [June, 1847. 

Dr. Morton deposited five crania of Malays, and one of an 
Oceanic Negro. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

American Journal of Agriculture and Science, conducted by 

Dr. E. Emmons and A. Osborn, Esq. June 1847. From 

the Editors. 
On the destruction and partial reproduction of forests in British 

North America. By John William Dawson, Esq., of 

Pictou. From the Author. 

Dr. Wilson deposited the following : 
The Viviparous Quadrupeds of North America ; by J. J. 

Audubon and Rev. J. Bachman, D. D. Vol. 1, large 8vo. 

New York, 1846. 
Oken's Isis, No. 2, for 1847, and R^vue Zoologique, No. 2, 

for 1847. 



A letter was read from J. W. Dawson, Esq., dated Pictou, 
N. S., May 25, 1847, acknowledging the receipt of his notice 
of election as a Correspondent. 



Dr. Leidy exhibited a drawing of an Entozoon, (a species 
of Distoma,) found in the pericardium of Helix alternata. 
This entozoon is half a line in length by a quarter of a line in 
breadth, a large comparative size, when its situation is con- 
sidered, being equal to that of the ventricle of the heart. 
The pericardium was perfectly transparent, and presented no 
appearance of cicatrix, or marks of external communication. 
Dr. Leidy then read the following description of 

Distoma Helicis. — Oval, flattened, white in colour ; oral 
disk large, round, marked by radiating lines : posterior disk 
central, about the size of that of the mouth, radiate, with a 
dark spot in the centre. Intestinal canal commencing by a 
fusiform oesophagus, the apex of which joins a round stoma- 
chal cavity, from which passes off on each side a convoluted 
intestinum, which proceeds to the posterior extremity of the 
body. About half way between the central disk and the 
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posterior extremity of the animal, I indistinctly observed 
what I presumed to be the generative orifice. 

By permission of the Society, a report was received from 
the Committee on Dr. K. W. Gibbes' memoir, entitled " On 
the fossil genus Zeuglodon, Owen, with an account of speci- 
mens from the Eocene green sand of South Corolina," recom- 
mending the same for publication in the forthcoming number 
of the Journal of the Academy. The report was adopted. 



Meeting for Business, June 29, 1847. 

Mb. Phillips in the Chair. 

The Committee, to whom was referred Prof. Hare's paper 
entitled " Objections to the electrical theories of Franklin, 
Du Faye, and Ampere, with some suggestions as a substitute," 
reported in favour of publication in the Journal of the 
Academy. The report was adopted. 

The Committee on Mr. Peter A. Browne's paper, proposing 
a new nomenclature for the class Mammalia, reported that 
the views taken by the author, although novel and ingenious, 
did not, in their opinion, justify the substitution of the names 
proposed for those in use, and established by Cuvier and 
others. The Committee also requested that a copy of the 
paper might be deposited in the Library of the Academy. 
The report was adopted. 

The Committee on a paper by Lieut. J. W. Abert, U. S. A., 
describing a supposed new species of Quail inhabiting 
New Mexico, reported the same to be the Ortyx squamatd, 
Vigors ; and recommended for publication the following por- 
tion of the communication. 

" This bird appears to be well known throughout the whole de- 
partment of New Mexico, for a sketch that I had made of it was 
universally recognized by the inhabitants of that country, who 
called it " La Codorniz." I met with several coveys on the 
banks of the " Kio del Norte," opposite to Socorro," but I had 
not the good fortune to obtain any specimens until Nov. 12th, 



